aged 30, a delicato woman, five months advanced in pregnancy, was taken with labour pains about 6 o'clock one evening. I saw her at 8.30. The pains were strong and forcing, very similar in character to those which immediately precede the expulsion of the head in a primipara. I was told that when pregnant last she had miscarried at the fifth month, and that the pains then, for three hours, had been very severe ?much worse than she had ever had them in any confinement, and similar to what they were now. On examination, I found the os uteri dilated to the size of half-a-crown, and very soft.
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On passing my finger further up in order to feel the foetus, I
found the canal of the cervix becoming decidedly narrower, when suddenly she cried out that I was cutting her, and jerked herself away. On a second attempt the same thing was repeated ; but on a third, being prepared for her moving, I ascertained that a tight resisting constriction existed at the internal os, which would not admit the tip of the finger. As soon as I touched the constricted part, she complained of a severe cutting pain; and on attempting to pass the finger through it, she became hysterical, and on my persisting, per- 
